
DATE: April 16, 2025 

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET 
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TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACTION RELATING TO AN EMERGENCY FOR THE 
NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; OPPOSING ANY SCHOOL CHOICE SYSTEM AND 
ANY SUBSEQUENT EDUCATION POLICIES INCLUDING THE PROPOSED SCHOOL 
VOUCHER PROGRAM IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 14191, THAT NEGATIVELY 
IMPACTS THE NAVAJO NATION OR NAVAJO STUDENTS 

PURPOSE: This proposed resolution will provide the Nation's position regarding Executive 
Order 14191 by opposing school choice systems that negatively impact the Navajo Nation and 
Navajo students. 

FINAL AUTHORITY: Navajo Nation Council 

VOTING REQUIREMENT: Simple Majority 

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by the standing 
committees. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each Council Delegate to review each proposed 
resolution in detail. 
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PROPOSED NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL-Third Year, 2025 

I TRODUCED BY 

(Prime Sponsor) 

TRACKING NO. 0os-:J-25 

AN ACTION 

Navajo Natio Council 

RELATING TO AN EMERGENCY FOR THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; 

OPPOSING ANY SCHOOL CHOICE SYSTEM AND ANY SUBSEQUENT 

EDUCATION POLICIES INCLUDING THE PROPOSED SCHOOL VOUCHER 

PROGRAM IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 14191, THAT NEGATIVELY IMPACTS THE 

NAVAJO NATION OR NAVAJO STUDENTS 

WHEREAS: 

A. The Navajo Nation Council is the governing body of the Navajo Nation and as such 

determines the determines the position of the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. § 102(A). 

B. Matters constituting an emergency shall be limited to cessations of direct services 

required as an entitlement under Navajo Nation or Federal law, or which directly threaten 

the sovereignty of the Navajo Nation. Such emergency matters must arise due to the 

pressing public need for such resolution(s) and must be a matter requiring final action by 

the Council. 2 N.N.C. § 164(A) (16). 

C. This resolution is offered as an emergency due to the ninety (90) day timeline in which 

the Secretary of the Interior is required to complete various actions ordered in Executive 

Order 14191. Such actions have the potential to create a direct threat to the sovereignty 

of the Navajo Nation and education services to Navajo students. 

D. The Navajo Nation has existed and occupied its territorial areas within the southwest 

portion of the United States for centuries prior to the formation of the United States. 
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E. The United States government has trust and treaty obligations to the Navajo Nation and 

2 other Indian Nations as memorialized in treaties between the United States and Indian 

3 Nations, congressional acts, United States Supreme Court opinions, federal regulations, 
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executive orders, and government-to-government consultation procedures. 

F. Today, the territorial jurisdiction of the Navajo Nation encompasses over 27,000 square 

miles and spans across portions of Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah. The Navajo Nation 

is geographically larger than 10 states of the Union and is the largest Indian reservation 

in the country. 

G. In the Navajo Treaty of 1849, the Navajo were "lawfully placed under the exclusive 

jurisdiction and protection of the Government of the said United States, and that they are 

now, and will forever remain, under the aforesaid jurisdiction and protection" and the 

United States agreed to "legislate and act as to secure the permanent prosperity and 

happiness of said Indians." 9 Stat. 974. 

H. In the Treaty of 1868, the Navajo were also promised the education of their children, 

agricultural resources, and the initial boundaries of the Navajo Reservation. 15 Stat. 667. 

I. From the Treaty Era to present, the Navajo Nation has maintained its government-to­

government relations with the United States. 

J. Congress has passed numerous acts such as the Indian Self-Determination and Education 

Assistance Act of 1975 and Tribally Controlled Schools Act of 1988, which have 

maintained the federal government's trust and treaty responsibilities while promoting 

tribal self-determination and sovereignty. 

K. Under these acts, the Navajo Nation has received federal funds and assumed federal 

responsibility to deliver services that would otherwise be provided directly from the 

federal government. These services include law enforcement, detention, judicial, 

education, environmental protection, leasing authorities, housing, utilities, road 

transportation and other federal authorities within the Navajo Nation. 

L. On January 29, 2025, United States President Donald J. Trump issued Executive Order 

14191 titled Expanding Educational Freedom and Opportunity for Families ("EO 

14191 ") and is attached as Exhibit A. 
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M. EO 14191 purports to "improve the education, well-bring, and future success of 

America's most prized resource, her young citizens" by enacting a "universal K-12 

scholarship program[]," that allows "families - rather than the government- to choose 

the best educational setting for their children." 

N. Section 7 ofEO 14191 states, "Within 90 days of the date of this order, the Secretary of 

the Interior shall review any available mechanisms under which families of students 

eligible to attend BIE schools may use their Federal funding for educational options of 

their choice, including private, faith-based, or public charter schools, and submit a plan 

to the President describing such mechanisms and the steps that would be necessary to 

implement them for the 2025-26 school year. The Secretary shall report on the current 

performance of BIE schools and identify educational options in nearby areas." 

0. The Navajo Nation is deeply concerned that EO 14191 was issued without prior tribal 

consultation thereby hampering the Navajo Nation and other American Indian/Alaska 

Native tribes' opportunity to inform the federal government of our respective solutions 

that we believe will "improve the education, well-bring, and future success" of our most 

precious resource, our Navajo and Native American/Alaska Native children including 

those attending BIE-funded schools. The lack of prior tribal consultation on this matter 

is paternalistic and contradicts decades of federal Indian policy and government-to­

government relations. 

P. Although EO 14191 appears to promote the educational autonomy of parents and 

families, a system of school choice will only benefit students who have access to multiple 

educational options. 

Q. Any policies resulting from EO 14191 that are made without tribal consultation will very 

likely negatively impact BIE-funded schools because EO 14191 demonstrates a lack of 

integral understanding of K-12 education in tribal communities where educational 

options are severely limited, underdeveloped, understaffed, and underfunded. 

R. The National Indian Education Association (NIEA) states that 168 out of 183 BIE-funded 

schools are in remote locations with no alternative schools, many students travel long 

distances on poor or inaccessible roads, and many tribal communities lack broadband, 

making online alternatives unfeasible. 
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S. For example, Seba Dalkai Community School, Na'neelzhiin Ji Oita' (Torreon 

2 Community School), all located on the Navajo Nation, requires students and parents to 

3 travel over an hour round trip for education services. Destabilizing and closing schools 
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would be traumatic for the students and families in these communities. 

T. Of the 55 BIE-operated schools across the country, 31 are located within the Navajo 

Nation, along with dozens of tribally controlled schools under P.L. 100-297 and P.L. 93-

638 contracts. 

U. Any form of school choice system in which federal funds for BIE-funded schools are 

redistributed and/or will have profound impacts on Navajo students, families, and 

communities as it would violate tribal sovereignty, weaken tribal schools and systems, 

introduce unnecessary complexity, likely cause the closure of many tribal schools thereby 

reducing the Navajo workforce, and decrease the quality of education that tribal schools 

are able to offer. 

V. Navajo Nation President Dr. Buu Nygren provided written comments as part of the 

Bureau oflndian Education's "expedited" formal tribal consultation to meet the deadline 

requirements outlined in EO 14191. See Dear Tribal Leader Letter dated February 28, 

2025 attached as Exhibit B. See Navajo Nation President Buu Nygren's Written 

Comments on the Executive Order to Expand Educational Freedom and Opportunity for 

Families attached as Exhibit C. 

W. The Navajo Nation seeks to partner with the Trump Administration and Congress to 

address the many critical issues faced by the Navajo Nation and Indian Country. As that 

process unfolds, the Navajo Nation urges President Trump and his Cabinet to take care 

to protect the unique government-to-government relations and the trust relationship 

between the Navajo Nation and the United States, which is based on the political and 

legal status of all Indian Nations. 

X. The Navajo Nation commits to assisting the Trump Administration and Congress in 

furthering our government-to-government relationship, the United States trust 

responsibility, and the federal obligations outlined in the Treaties of 1849 and 1868. 
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Y. The Navajo Nation calls on the Trump Administration and Congress to consult with the 

2 Navajo Nation and other American Indian /Alaska Native tribes before implementing 

3 executive orders and policies that impact the Navajo Nation and Indian Country. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

A. The Navajo Nation hereby reaffirms its government-to-government relationship with the 

United States, the United States' trust obligation to the Navajo Nation, and the Treaties 

of 1849 and 1868 between the Navajo Nation and the United States. 

B. The Navajo Nation hereby opposes any school choice system resulting from EO 14191 

that are made without tribal consultation and/or which negatively impacts the Navajo 

Nation or Navajo students including those that undercut funding to BIE funding. 

C. The Navajo Nation hereby requests additional tribal consultation from the Department of 

Education and the Bureau oflndian Education, founded on a government-to-government 

relations, trust obligations, and the Treaties of 1849 and 1868, in addressing EO 14191 

and any subsequent policies that impact the education of Navajo and other American 

Indian/Alaska Native students. 

D. The Navajo Nation hereby authorizes the Navajo Nation President, Navajo Nation Vice­

President and the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council to take all steps necessary to 

advocate for the Navajo Nation's position consistent with the above positions. 
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Presidential Documents .EXHIBIT 

I A 
Executive Order 14191 of January 29, 2025 

Expanding Educational Freedom and Opportunity for Fami­
lies 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States of America, and to improve the education, well­
being, and future success of America's most prized resource, her young 
citizens, it is hereby ordered: 

Section 1. Purpose. Parents want and deserve the best education for their 
children. But too many children do not thrive in their assigned, government­
run K-12 school. According to this year's National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEF), 70 percent of 8th graders were below proficient in reading, 
and 72 percent were below proficient in math. Moreover, geographically 
based school assignments exacerbate the cost of housing in districts with 
preferred schools, straining the finances of millions of American families 
sacrificing for their children's futures. 

When our public education system fails such a large segment of society, 
it hinders our national competitiveness and devastates families and commu­
nities. For this reason, more than a dozen States have enacted universal 
K-12 scholarship programs, allowing families-rather than the government­
to choose the best educational setting for their children. These States have 
highlighted the most promising avenue for education reform: educational 
choice for families and competition for residentially assigned, government­
run public schools. The growing body of rigorous research demonstrates 
that well-designed education-freedom programs improve student achievement 
and cause nearby public schools to improve their performance. 

Sec. 2. Policy. It is the policy of my Administration to support parents 
in choosing and directing the upbringing and education of their children. 

Sec. 3. Guidance on Supporting State-based K-12 Educational Choice. Within 
60 days of the date of this order, the Secretary of Education shall issue 
guidance regarding how States can use Federal formula funds to support 
K-12 educational choice initiatives. 
Sec. 4. Encouraging Education Freedom through Discretionary Grant Pro­
grams. (a) The Secretary of Education shall include education freedom as 
a priority in discretionary grant programs, as appropriate and consistent 
with applicable law. 

(b) Within 90 days of the date of this order, the Secretary of Labor 
and the Secretary of Education shall review their respective discretionary 
grant programs and each submit a plan to the President, through the Assistant 
to the President for Domestic Policy, that identifies, evaluates, and makes 
recommendations regarding using relevant discretionary grant programs to 
expand education freedom for America's families and teachers. 
Sec. 5. Expanding Opportunities for Low-Income, Working Families. Within 
90 days of the date of this order, the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services shall issue guidance regarding whether and how States receiving 
block grants for families and children from the Department, including the 
Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDGB), can use them to expand 
educational choice and support families who choose educational alternatives 
to governmental entities, including private and faith-based options. 
Sec. 6. Helping Military Families. Within 90 days of the date of this order, 
the Secretary of Defense shall review any available mechanisms under which 
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military-connected families may use funds from the Department of Defense 
to attend schools of their choice, including private, faith-based, or public 
charter schools, and submit a plan to the President describing such mecha­
nisms and the steps that would be necessary to implement them beginning 
in the 2025-26 school year. 

Sec. 7. Helping Children Eligible for Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) 
Schools. Within 90 days of the date of this order, the Secretary of the 
Interior shall review any available mechanisms under which families of 
students eligible to attend BIE schools may use their Federal funding for 
educational options of their choice, including private, faith-based, or public 
charter schools, and submit a plan to the President describing such mecha­
nisms and the steps that would be necessary to implement them for the 
2025-26 school year. The Secretary shall report on the current performance 
of BIE schools and identify educational options in nearby areas. 

Sec. 8. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed 
to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, 
or the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 

subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
January 29, 2025. 



CULTURE. KNOWLEDGE. LEADERSHIP. 

EXHIBIT 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Bureau of Indian Education 
1849 C Street NW, MIB-3610 

Washington, DC 20240 

February 28, 2025 

Dear Tribal Leader and Indian Education Stakeholder: 

f3 

On January 23, 2025, President Trump issued an Executive Order (EO) to expand educational 
freedom and opportunity for families. The EO Section 7 directs the Secretary of the Interior 
(Secretary) within 90 days to review any available mechanisms under which families of students 
eligible to attend Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) schools may use their Federal funding for 
educational options of their choice, including private, faith-based, or public charter schools. EO 
Section 7 also directs the Secretary to submit a plan to the President describing such mechanisms 
and the steps necessary to implement them for the 2025-26 school year. 

To meet the deadline set by the President in the EO, BIE is expediting the formal Tribal 
consultation process to provide Tribes and critical Indian education stakeholders the meaningful 
and timely opportunity to review and comment on the EO, generally, and possible authorities 
available to the BIE. Rather than the usual 30-day notification period, BIE is providing a two­
week, 14-day notification period that still provides the necessary announcement for meaningful 
engagement while addressing the timeline set forth in the EO. 

Consultation will be conducted to seek input from Tribes and stakeholders on the EO and related 
topics including: 

(1) any available mechanisms that could provide families of eligible students use of Federal 
funding for educational options of their choice including how any such mechanisms will 
be funded; 

(2) to the extent that there exist any such mechanisms to implement in the 2025-26 school 
year, the eligibility criteria for students in the plan referenced in the EO; 

(3) educational options near existing BIE-funded schools that could provide potentially 
eligible students local flexibilty to attend a non-BIE school, such as private, faith-based, 
or public charter schools. 

Two 2-hour webinar sessions are scheduled to afford time for input. Because of the unique 
mission of the BIE, both sessions are open to Tribal leaders or their delegated representatives or 
designee, and/or for school boards, parents, teachers, and other public stakeholders. Oral and 
written comments will also be accepted for one week through 11 :59pm PT on Friday, March 21, 
2025. 
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CULTURE. KNOWLEDGE. LEADERSHIP. 

The following table lists the dates and consultation webinar registration information. After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 

FOR DATES TIME TO JOIN WEBINAR: 
(Eastern 
Time) 

Tribes/Public Friday, 12 p.m. Register in advance for this meeting: 
March -2p.m. https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/HDTBTbOK 
14, T72CmE4OUHaWDg 
2025 

Tribes/Public Friday, 2:30 Register in advance for this meeting: 
March p.m.- https://www.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/g4wax6hSSi 
14, 4:30 aRUcwNASJ JA 
2025 p.m. 

The language of the Executive Order is located at: https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential­
actions/2025/0l/expanding-educational-freedom-and-opportunity-for-families/. The BIE 
recommends reviewing the language prior to attending a consultation session or submitting 
written comments for providing meaningful feedback. 

If you would like to provide written input, please either email your comments to 
consultationcomments@bie.edu or mail to Ms. Juanita Mendoza, 1849 C Street, NW, MS 3609, 
Washington DC 20240. If you have any questions regarding the Tribal consultations, you may 
contact Ms. Juanita Mendoza by phone at (202) 208-3559 or by email at 
juanita.mendoza@bie.edu. 

Sincerely, 

Tony L. Dearman 
Director 



The Navajo Nation DR.Buu NYGREN PRESIDENT 
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Submitted via email to consultationcomments@bie.edu 

Tony Dearman, Director 
Bureau of Indian Education 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
810 Vermont Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20420 

March 24, 2024 

Think for the Future 

EXHIBIT 

C 

Re: Written Comments on the Executive Order to Expand Educational Freedom and 
Opportunity for Families 

Dear Director Dearman: 

The Navajo Nation ("Nation") appreciates the opportunity to provide the Bureau of Indian 
Education ("BIE") a response to the Dear Tribal Leader Letter regarding Executive Order 
14191, Expanding Educational Freedom and Opportunity for Families, signed on January 29, 
2025. 

The Nation is the largest American Indian tribe in the United States encompassing over 
27,000 square miles and three states - Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah - span over portions 
of our Nation. Currently, the Nation has over 400,000 enrolled members, approximately half of 
whom reside on the Navajo Nation. In 1868, the United States entered a treaty with the 
Navajo Nation promising health care, education, agricultural assistance, and to improve the 
well-being of the Navajo people in perpetuity. 

Given that our Nation is home to 31 of the 55 BIE-operated schools-along with dozens of 
tribally controlled schools under 297 and 638 contracts-any significant changes to BIE 
funding would have profound implications for our students, families, and communities. This 
is also true for state-controlled public schools, as the vast majority of our over 70,000 
students attend the over 100 state schools that serve the Navajo Nation and are supported 
by Impact Aid. 

At this time, the Navajo Nation cannot support the proposal due to the lack of clarity on how 
it would be implemented. The federal government has a treaty responsibility to provide 
quality education to Navajo students, and any shift in funding must take into account the 
unique educational needs, geographic challenges, and cultural priorities of the Navajo 
Nation. 

Potential Risks to Tribal Sovereignty 

When Navajo leaders signed the Treaty of 1868, it contained the following promise: "[T]he 

Post Office Box 7440 • Window Rock, Arizona 86515 • Phone: (928) 871-7000 • Fax: (928) 871-4025 



United States agrees that, for every thirty children ... a house shall be provided, and a teacher 
competent to teach the elementary branches of an English education shall be furnished." 1 

Any time we discuss changes to the means by which a treaty obligation is performed, we 
must also examine the potential impacts of that change on tribal sovereignty. 

The means used to introduce more school choice into the way education is provided on the 
Nation could seriously undermine our ability to control and shape the education of our 
children. Over the years we have been able to work with our federal partners to help shape 
a culturally appropriate curriculum that prioritizes the Navajo language and helps keep our 
children grounded while still teaching essential subjects for operating in the modern world. 
By shifting funding to private entities, this proposal transfers educational control to non­
tribal institutions. These institutions may not respect or prioritize the teaching of the Navajo 
language and culture. As you are aware, the Navajo language contributed to the successful 
outcome of World War II. 

Tribal nations have worked for decades to assume control over their education systems 
through 297 and 638 contracts with the federal government. This program could reverse 
those gains by making Native students dependent on non-tribal schools that operate outside 
of tribal governance structures. The shift toward privatization would weaken tribal 
education departments and limit their ability to develop culturally responsive curricula that 
align with community priorities. Over time, this could erode tribal decision-making power 
and reduce self-determination in education policy and planning. 

Long-Term Effects on BIE Schools 

If implemented, the voucher program would have long-term consequences for BIE schools 
and the students they serve. One of the most immediate risks is the closure of BIE-operated 
schools due to a lack of funding. If too many students opt for private options off the 
reservation, there may be a push at the federal level to significantly reduce funding, and 
many BIE schools, particularly those in remote areas, may be forced to shut down. Without 
local schools, students would face increased barriers to education in the form of 
transportation, leading to lower enrollment and higher dropout rates. 

Additionally, the proposal does not address the infrastructure needs of existing BIE schools. 
Many of these schools are in need of modernization and repair, yet with reduced funding, 
necessary renovations and facility improvements would likely be delayed or abandoned. 
This would create unsafe and inadequate learning environments for Navajo students, further 
compromising their education. 

In the long run, a voucher-based system could erode the capacity of tribal nations to operate 
their own schools, forcing greater dependence on state-run public schools or private 
institutions that do not align with tribal priorities. This shift would weaken tribal sovereignty 

1 Treaty Between the United States of America and the Navajo Tribe of Indians (1868 Treaty) art. 
VI, June 1, 1868. 
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over education and make it harder for Native communities to maintain control over how 
their children are educated. 

We are open to discussing ways to implement the Executive Order, but caution that there 
may be unintended consequences given the unique educational structures on the Navajo 
Nation. Below we respond more specifically to some of the topics raised in the Dear Tribal 
Leader Letter. 

Topics: 

(1) Any available mechanisms that could provide families of eligible students use of 
Federal funding for educational options of their choice including how any such 
mechanisms will be funded 

We are not aware of any mechanisms that would currently allow for the Department of the 
Interior to redirect educational funds to promote more school choice. Our understanding is 
that the most obvious sources of funding have been designated for use to run BIE schools or 
to provide support to schools providing services to Native students either through Impact 
Aid or the Johnson O'Malley program. It would take an act of Congress to redirect those funds 
to another purpose. 

If Congress were to act, we would recommend new funding for a scholarship or voucher 
program that can be compacted with and run by the tribes and does not take away from the 
operation of the BIE schools currently serving the Navajo Nation. There is a need to consider 
demographics, as the current proposed voucher amount is not sufficient to support or 
provide an adequate educational of mastery in comparison to the ideology of urban and 
metropolitan cities. 

(2) To the extent that there exist any such mechanisms to implement in the 2025-26 
school year, the eligibility criteria for students in the plan referenced in the EO 

If a school choice program is implemented, it should be available to all Navajo students and 
students enrolled in other federally recognized tribes who live on the Navajo Nation. 

(3) Educational options near existing HIE-funded schools that could provide 
potentially eligible students local flexibility to attend a non-BIE school, such as 
private, faith-based, or public charter schools 

For most Navajo students, attending a private school or charter school in the next school year 
is not a practical possibility, even if a voucher were provided to cover the full cost of tuition. 
According to the National Center for Education Statistics, there are only four (4) private 
schools on the Nation. An additional nine (9) schools are located within an approximately 
30-minute drive of the Nation, mostly in the border town of Gallup, NM. However, students 
from many communities, including Kayenta and Tuba City, would have to drive over 70 miles 
each way to attend even the closest private school. This would require a parent dedicating 
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at least two hours a day driving their child to and from school, not to mention driving to work 
during school hours. 

The capacity at some of these private schools is incredibly small, with nine (9) of the thirteen 
(13) closest schools teaching fewer than 50 enrolled students. If a large number of Navajo 
students began to enroll at these schools there would be an adjustment period that could last 
several years before they are able to increase capacity given the difficulty to secure federal 
permits to build new structures on the reservation, not to mention funding. 

For most Navajo students, the only real option would be a boarding school, but most Navajo 
parents would prefer to have their children at home. Many parents worry about their 
children feeling abandoned and disconnected from family and culture when they attend 
boarding schools. Boarding schools may work for some Navajo parents, but for the vast 
majority attending a private school is not currently an option due to distance and the scarcity 
of local options. 

Conclusion 

Increasing school choice for Navajo students sounds like a good idea, but in the end, we fear 
only a few students will truly benefit given the remote nature of the Navajo Nation and the 
lack of viable alternatives. Any significant ramp up in school choice risks reducing funding to 
BIE-operated and tribally controlled schools. By diverting critical funding away from these 
institutions, the program would threaten to reduce educational opportunities for Navajo 
students, weaken tribal sovereignty, and diminish the long-term viability of tribal education 
systems. For these reasons we reiterate that funding for BIE schools must remain intact to 
ensure there is always a local option for students who cannot travel to private schools far 
from home. 

Should you or your staff have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Justin C. 
Ahasteen, Executive Director of the Navajo Nation's Washington Office at (202) 682-7390 or 
by email at jahasteen@nnwo.org. Ahehee' (thank you). 

Sincerely, 

~.:uc~t--
THE NAVAJO NATION 
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. . 
Office of Legislative Counsel 
Telephone: (928) 871-7166 
Fax No. (928) 871-7576 111D~li-~~\ ~-~,-~ 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Honorable Andy Nez, Ph.D. 
25th Navajo Nation Council 

FROM: '1!fl1L'[:Jl!/""e!i)--
d:'MicheiieE~chief Legislative Counsel 
Office of Legislative Counsel 

DA TE: April 16, 2025 

Honorable Crystalyne Curley 
Speaker 

25'" Navajo Nation Council 

SUBJECT: AN ACTION RELATING TO AN EMERGENCY FOR THE NAVAJO 
NATION COUNCIL; OPPOSING ANY SCHOOL CHOICE SYSTEM 
AND ANY SUBSEQUENT EDUCATION POLICIES INCLUDING THE 
PROPOSED SCHOOL VOUCHER PROGRAM IN EXECUTIVE 
ORDER 14191, THAT NEGATIVELY IMPACTS THE NAVAJO 
NATION OR NAVAJO STUDENTS 

As requested, I have prepared the above-referenced proposed resolution and associated legislative 
summary sheet pursuant to your request for legislative drafting. Based on existing law and review 
of documents submitted, the resolution as drafted is legally sufficient. As with any action of 
government however, it can be subject to review by the courts in the event of proper challenge. 

Please ensure that this particular resolution request is precisely what you want. You are 
encouraged to review the proposed resolution to ensure that it is drafted to your satisfaction. 

The Office of Legislative Counsel confirms the appropriate standing committee(s) based on the 
standing committees' powers outlined in 2 N.N.C. §§301, 401, 501, 601 and 701. Nevertheless, 
"the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council shall introduce [the proposed resolution] into the 
legislative process by assigning it to the respective oversight committee(s) of the Navajo Nation 
Council having authority over the matters for proper consideration." 2 N.N.C. §164(A)(5). 

If the proposed resolution is unacceptable to you, please contact me at the Office of Legislative 
Counsel and advise me of the changes you would like to make to the proposed resolution. 
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