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Data sovereignty = Tribal sovereignty

“Indigenous data sovereignty [is] the right of each tribe to govern the collection, 
ownership, and application of data, information, and knowledge about its peoples, lands 
and resources.” 

- National Congress of American Indians, Resolution

 Reclaiming power and control
 Preserving cultural knowledge
 Correcting harmful narratives
 Addressing data dependency 

What is it and why is it important

Data Sovereignty
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A. By December 31, 2009, every state agency shall develop and implement a policy that:

 (1) promotes effective communication and collaboration between the state agency and Indian nations, tribes or pueblos;

 (2) promotes positive government-to-government relations between the state and Indian nations, tribes or pueblos;

 (3) promotes cultural competency in providing effective services to American Indians or Alaska Natives; and

 (4) establishes a method for notifying employees of the state agency of the provisions of the State-Tribal Collaboration Act and the policy that the state agency 
adopts pursuant to this section.

B. In the process of developing the policy set forth in Subsection A of this section, state agencies shall consult with representatives designated by the Indian nations, tribes 
or pueblos.

C. A state agency shall make a reasonable effort to collaborate with Indian nations, tribes or pueblos in the development and implementation of policies, agreements and 
programs of the state agency that directly affect American Indians or Alaska Natives.

D. The Indian affairs department shall maintain for public reference an updated list of the names and contact information for the chief executives of the Indian nations, 
tribes or pueblos and for the state agency tribal liaisons.

E. Every state agency shall designate a tribal liaison, who reports directly to the office of the head of the state agency, to:

 (1) assist the head of the state agency with developing and ensuring the implementation of the policy as set forth in Subsection A of this section;

 (2) serve as a contact person who shall maintain ongoing communication between the state agency and affected Indian nations, tribes or pueblos; and

 (3) ensure that training is provided to the staff of the state agency as set forth in Subsection B of Section 4 [11-18-4 NMSA 1978] of the State-
 Tribal Collaboration Act. Nothing in this subsection shall preclude tribal liaisons from providing or facilitating additional training.

NMSA 1978, § 11-18-3

State-Tribal Collaboration Act (STCA), NMSA 1978, § 11-18-1 et seq.

Tribal consultation – STATE level
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https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000036&cite=NMSTS11-18-4&originatingDoc=NC963C97018B911DEB26DDEDB5332E998&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=a8511ed5b5ce433daf0ac36ffdb3ac84&contextData=(sc.Document)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000036&cite=NMSTS11-18-4&originatingDoc=NC963C97018B911DEB26DDEDB5332E998&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=a8511ed5b5ce433daf0ac36ffdb3ac84&contextData=(sc.Document)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000036&cite=NMSTS11-18-4&originatingDoc=NC963C97018B911DEB26DDEDB5332E998&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=a8511ed5b5ce433daf0ac36ffdb3ac84&contextData=(sc.Document)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000036&cite=NMSTS11-18-4&originatingDoc=NC963C97018B911DEB26DDEDB5332E998&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=a8511ed5b5ce433daf0ac36ffdb3ac84&contextData=(sc.Document)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000036&cite=NMSTS11-18-4&originatingDoc=NC963C97018B911DEB26DDEDB5332E998&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&ppcid=a8511ed5b5ce433daf0ac36ffdb3ac84&contextData=(sc.Document)


New Mexico

• State-Tribal Collaboration Act 
(STCA), NMSA 1978, § 11-18-1 et 
seq.

Federal

• Department of the Interior 
Policy on Consultation with 
Indian Tribes (512 DM 4)

• Department of the Interior –
Secretary’s Tribal Advisory 
Committee

State vs. federal

Tribal consultation
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Government to government relations

Path forward
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Thank you 

ADELINA GOMEZ

ADELINA.GOMEZ@IAD.NM.GOV

HTTPS://WWW.IAD.NM.GOV/ 

mailto:Adelina.Gomez@iad.nm.gov
https://www.iad.nm.gov/
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