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FYI
 

From: Aidan Ali-sullivan <alisullivan@waymo.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 16, 2021 11:55 AM
To: Griego, Mershawn C, NMDOT <MershawnC.Griego@state.nm.us>
Cc: Annabel Chang <annabelchang@waymo.com>; Allison Drutchas <drutchas@waymo.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Support for 18.24.1 NMAC, Autonomous Vehicle Testing Rule
 

CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on
links or opening attachments.

Hi Mershawn, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the rulemaking process for
Autonomous Vehicles. Please find attached a letter of support for the regulations on
behalf of Waymo. 
 
Additionally, in reviewing the regulation language we identified a few minor typos,
most of which will likely be caught on a final review of the regulation language. We
do, however, suggest making the following minor technical revisions to ensure
consistency in industry language: 
 

 

 

We suggest citing a particular version of SAE International’s J3016. This will
help to avoid confusion

in the future about which version applies. More specifically, we’d suggest
creating a definition of “SAE J3016” referencing the most recent, April 2021
version. Then, if New Mexico decides to move to a subsequent version in the
future, only that one definition

would need to be updated.
 
 
 
In the definition of “Level 1,” to align with SAE J3016, we suggest the following
revision: “...with
the expectation
exception
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‌ 


‌ 
‌ 


November‌ ‌16,‌ ‌2021‌ ‌ 
‌ 


Secretary‌ ‌Michael‌ ‌Sandoval‌ ‌ 
New‌ ‌Mexico‌ ‌Department‌ ‌of‌ ‌Transportation‌ ‌ 
1120‌ ‌Cerrillos‌ ‌Road‌ ‌ 
Santa‌ ‌Fe,‌ ‌NM‌ ‌87504‌ ‌ 


‌ 
Re:‌ ‌Support‌ ‌for‌  ‌18.24.1‌ ‌NMAC,‌ ‌Autonomous‌ ‌Vehicle‌ ‌Testing‌ ‌Rule‌‌ ‌  


‌ 
Dear‌ ‌Secretary‌ ‌Sandoval,‌‌ ‌  


‌ 
Waymo‌ ‌is‌ ‌pleased‌ ‌to‌ ‌submit‌ ‌this‌ ‌letter‌ ‌of‌ ‌support‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌proposed‌ ‌Autonomous‌ ‌Vehicle‌ ‌Testing‌ ‌Rule‌‌ 
18.24.1‌ ‌NMAC,‌ ‌which‌ ‌would‌ ‌establish‌ ‌regulations‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌testing‌ ‌of‌ ‌autonomous‌ ‌vehicles‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌ ‌of‌‌ 
New‌ ‌Mexico.‌ ‌Waymo‌ ‌appreciated‌ ‌the‌ ‌opportunity‌ ‌to‌ ‌collaborate‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌Department‌ ‌as‌ ‌these‌‌ 
regulations‌ ‌were‌ ‌formulated,‌ ‌and‌ ‌commends‌ ‌the‌ ‌proposed‌ ‌regulations‌ ‌for‌ ‌their‌ ‌streamlined‌ ‌approach‌‌ 
to‌ ‌autonomous‌ ‌vehicle‌ ‌testing.‌ ‌We‌ ‌believe‌ ‌the‌ ‌regulations,‌ ‌as‌ ‌outlined,‌ ‌will‌ ‌enable‌ ‌New‌ ‌Mexico‌ ‌to‌‌ 
attract‌ ‌companies‌ ‌like‌ ‌Waymo‌ ‌to‌ ‌test‌ ‌and‌ ‌operate‌ ‌vehicles‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌state,‌ ‌in‌ ‌turn‌ ‌leading‌ ‌to‌ ‌increased‌‌ 
economic‌ ‌benefit‌ ‌for‌ ‌all‌ ‌of‌ ‌New‌ ‌Mexico.‌‌ ‌  


‌ 
For‌ ‌background,‌ ‌Waymo‌ ‌is‌ ‌an‌ ‌autonomous‌ ‌driving‌ ‌technology‌ ‌company,‌ ‌founded‌ ‌in‌ ‌California‌ ‌and‌‌ 
headquartered‌ ‌in‌ ‌Mountain‌ ‌View,‌ ‌CA.‌ ‌Our‌ ‌mission‌ ‌is‌ ‌to‌ ‌make‌ ‌it‌ ‌safe‌ ‌and‌ ‌easy‌ ‌for‌ ‌people‌ ‌and‌ ‌things‌ ‌to‌‌ 
get‌ ‌where‌ ‌they’re‌ ‌going.‌ ‌Since‌ ‌our‌ ‌start‌ ‌as‌ ‌the‌ ‌Google‌ ‌Self-Driving‌ ‌Car‌ ‌Project‌ ‌in‌ ‌2009,‌ ‌Waymo‌ ‌has‌‌ 
focused‌ ‌on‌ ‌building‌ ‌the‌ ‌World’s‌ ‌Most‌ ‌Experienced‌ ‌Driver‌ ‌to‌ ‌improve‌ ‌the‌ ‌world's‌ ‌access‌ ‌to‌ ‌mobility‌‌ 
while‌ ‌saving‌ ‌thousands‌ ‌of‌ ‌lives‌ ‌lost‌ ‌annually‌ ‌to‌ ‌traffic‌ ‌crashes.‌ ‌The‌ ‌Waymo‌ ‌Driver-‌ ‌our‌ ‌in-house‌ ‌built‌‌ 
autonomous‌ ‌driving‌ ‌system-‌ ‌powers‌ ‌Waymo‌ ‌Via,‌ ‌our‌ ‌trucking‌ ‌and‌ ‌local‌ ‌delivery‌ ‌unit‌ ‌we‌ ‌plan‌ ‌to‌ ‌test‌‌ 
on‌ ‌New‌ ‌Mexico‌ ‌roadways.‌ ‌ ‌   


‌ 
To‌ ‌date,‌ ‌Waymo‌ ‌has‌ ‌driven‌ ‌over‌ ‌20‌ ‌million‌ ‌miles‌ ‌autonomously‌ ‌on‌ ‌public‌ ‌roads‌ ‌and‌ ‌driven‌ ‌over‌ ‌20‌‌ 
billion‌ ‌miles‌ ‌in‌ ‌simulation.‌ ‌In‌ ‌that‌ ‌time,‌ ‌we’ve‌ ‌built‌ ‌a‌ ‌comprehensive‌ ‌safety‌ ‌program‌ ‌to‌ ‌guide‌ ‌our‌‌ 
testing‌ ‌and‌ ‌development‌ ‌of‌ ‌fully‌ ‌autonomous‌ ‌driving‌ ‌technology.‌ ‌Waymo‌ ‌currently‌ ‌operates‌ ‌a‌ ‌fleet‌‌ 
that‌ ‌includes‌ ‌hybrid‌ ‌and‌ ‌battery‌ ‌electric‌ ‌vehicles,‌ ‌with‌ ‌600+‌ ‌vehicles‌ ‌across‌ ‌several‌ ‌states.‌ ‌We’re‌‌ 
currently‌ ‌operating‌ ‌the‌ ‌world’s‌ ‌first‌ ‌and‌ ‌only‌ ‌fully‌ ‌autonomous‌ ‌commercial‌ ‌ride‌ ‌hail‌ ‌service‌ ‌in‌ ‌Arizona,‌‌ 
and‌ ‌we‌ ‌are‌ ‌also‌ ‌testing‌ ‌our‌ ‌autonomous‌ ‌trucking‌ ‌technology‌ ‌along‌ ‌the‌ ‌I-10‌ ‌corridor,‌ ‌where‌ ‌the‌ ‌State‌‌ 
of‌ ‌New‌ ‌Mexico‌ ‌serves‌ ‌a‌ ‌critical‌ ‌juncture.‌ ‌ ‌   


‌ 
As‌ ‌Waymo‌ ‌works‌ ‌towards‌ ‌bringing‌ ‌our‌ ‌autonomous‌ ‌passenger‌ ‌and‌ ‌goods‌ ‌transportation‌ ‌service‌ ‌to‌‌ 
more‌ ‌customers,‌ ‌clear,‌ ‌harmonized,‌ ‌and‌ ‌industry-‌ ‌supported‌ ‌regulations‌ ‌around‌ ‌autonomous‌ ‌vehicle‌‌ 
operations‌ ‌is‌ ‌paramount.‌ ‌Adoption‌ ‌of‌ ‌these‌ ‌autonomous‌ ‌vehicle‌ ‌regulations‌ ‌will‌ ‌ensure‌ ‌New‌ ‌Mexico‌‌ 
continues‌ ‌to‌ ‌signal‌ ‌its‌ ‌desire‌ ‌to‌ ‌support‌ ‌autonomous‌ ‌vehicle‌ ‌operations.‌  ‌We‌ ‌look‌ ‌forward‌ ‌to‌‌ 
continuing‌ ‌to‌ ‌work‌ ‌with‌ ‌your‌ ‌office‌ ‌as‌ ‌these‌ ‌regulations‌ ‌take‌ ‌effect‌ ‌and‌ ‌we‌ ‌increase‌ ‌our‌ ‌in-state‌‌ 
operations.‌‌ ‌  


‌ 
Sincerely,‌‌ ‌  


‌ 
‌ 


Aidan‌ ‌Ali-Sullivan‌‌ ‌  
State‌ ‌Policy‌ ‌Manager‌ ‌ ‌   


‌ 







that the driver performs the remainder of the dynamic driving task.”
 
 
 
To align with SAE J3016, we suggest revising the term "Driving Autonomation"
to read "Driving Automation."
 
 
 
To align with SAE J3016 and the term "Dynamic Driving Task," we suggest
revising the term "Dynamic
Drive Task Fallback" to read "Dynamic Driving Task Fallback."
 
 
 
In the definition of “Minimal Risk Condition,” to align with SAE J3016, we
suggest the following
revision: “means a stable,
stopped condition…”
 
 
 
In the definition of “Request to Intervene,” to align with SAE J3016, we suggest
the following
revision: “means an alert provided by an automated driving system to a driver
or fallback-ready
user indicating that….”
 
 
 

In section 18.24.1.13(D), we suggest the following revision: “The database will
include information

on crashes, collisions and violations

that is

are

self-reported by the registered autonomous motor vehicle owner.” We suggest
this change for clarity given that the list above in this section does not include
"violations," "crashes," or "collisions." The proposed revision would allow for the
database to include

any self-reported information, without creating any risk of ambiguity about what
is and isn't required to be reported.

 



 

We look forward to continued collaboration with the Department as these regulations
are enacted.

Aidan Ali-Sullivan
State Policy & Government Affairs- Western US
650.448.9580
alisullivan@waymo.com
waymo.com
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