
Tribal Crash
Reporting

Adam Larsen
Safety Program Manager

Federal Highway Administration – Office Of Tribal Transportation



Disclaimer
This document is disseminated under the sponsorship of the U.S. Department of Transportation in the 

interest of information exchange. The U.S. Government assumes no liability for the use of the information 
contained in this document.

Except for the statutes and regulations cited, the contents of this presentation do not have the force and 
effect of law and are not meant to bind the States or the public in any way. This presentation is intended 

only to provide information regarding existing requirements under the law or agency policies.

The U.S. Government does not endorse products or manufacturers. Trademarks or manufacturers’ names 
appear in this presentation only because they are considered essential to the objective of the presentation. 
They are included for informational purposes only and are not intended to reflect a preference, approval, or 

endorsement of any one product or entity.



Congress finds that*…
in many States, the Native American population is disproportionately 
represented in (motor vehicle) fatalities and crash statistics;

improved crash reporting… would facilitate safety planning and would 
enable Indian tribes to apply more successfully for State and Federal 
funds for safety improvements

without more accurate reporting of crashes … it is difficult or 
impossible to fully understand the nature of the problem and develop 
appropriate countermeasures

*U.S. Department of Transportation, Tribal Governments 
and Transportation Safety Data: Report to Congress, 2017.



Data Desert

Leadership priorities
Jurisdictional overlap
Data sharing concerns

Federal agency procedures
Limited capacity to collect crash data

Inconsistent policies can result in crashes being unreported
Image Credit: FHWA



Data Desert
• False appearance of safety
• Inequitable distribution of resources
• Difficult to plan safety improvements
• Difficult to justify funding

Image Credit: Adam Larsen - FHWA



Addressing Safety in a Data Desert

• Safety plans

• Risk-based safety analysis

• Safety data improvement

• Crash data

• Asset data

• Centerline Data

• Traffic Volumes

Image Credit: FHWA



Risk-Based Safety Planning
Systemic Safety Analysis - Describing crash 
risk in terms of crash experience at similar 
locations

• Example: Systemic Safety Study of Pedestrian 
Safety in Tribal Areas

• https://www.tribalsafety.org/ped-study

Asset-based risk models – Using established 
methods to assign risk ratings based on road 
attributes

Video Analytics – Computer vision counting 
conflict points, vehicle paths and near miss 
data

Photo: usRAP



Report to Congress: 
Tribes & Safety Data
Findings

• BIA & Tribal Police should collect 
standardized crash data

• BIA & Tribes should share crash data 
with Tribal departments

• Tribes & States should consult on 
crash data sharing barriers

• Tribes encouraged to conduct traffic 
records assessments

• GIS enabled road inventory would 
enable better safety analysis

8TribalSafety.org/Reports



Tribal Crash Reporting Toolkit

• Self-Assessment Tool
• Facts & Fiction Tool
• Data Analysis Tool
• Crash Reporting Tool
• Officer’s Instruction Tool
• Quality Control Tool
• Database Tool

https://www.tribalsafety.org/tribal-crash-reporting-toolkit 
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Crash Reports
Export a PDF version of the report and attach it to a CAD case file.  
May also be useful for providing copies of the report to the public or resource agencies.
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