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Indian Highway Safety Program

• Located in 

Albuquerque, New 

Mexico

• Department of Interior, 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, 

Office of Justice Services

• The Indian Highway 

Safety Program is:

❑Nation wide program

❑Responsible for providing 

services to federally 

recognized Native 

American/Alaskan Tribes 

in the United States



Indian Highway Safety Grants

• Performance Based

• Data Driven

• Reimbursable Grants



Indian Highway Safety Program 

Vision

Mission Statement:

• “To reduce the number and 

severity of traffic crashes in 

Indian Country by 

supporting education, 

enforcement, and 

engineering, as well as safe 

tribal community 

programs.”

Vision Statement:

• To create a safe tribal 

community environment 

where roadways in Indian 

Country are safe for all



Fatal Analysis Reporting System (FARS)

Categories

Year

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Total 

2018-

2022

1. Total 

Traffic 

Fatalities

a. All Native American 

Fatalities 604 541 557 688 737 3,127

b. Native American 

Fatalities on Reservations 174 133 122 168 153 750

c. All fatalities on 

reservation 377 313 295 370 345 1,700

Native American Fatalities



Law Enforcement Grant Types

Straight 

Time

Over-

Time

Highway 

Safety 

Specialist

Activity Hours (2080) for Officers

Program Manager

Data Clerk

Highway Safety Specialist

Overtime Salary

Fringe Benefits

Mileage/ GSA Lease

Travel Training

Media/Billboard Rental

Indirect Cost 

Traffic Equipment

Software



Tribal Grantees

Highway Safety SpecialistLaw Enforcement Occupant Protection



What is the Tribes Traffic Problem?

• Tribes need to identify a traffic problems 

that exist within their boundaries

❑Traffic Citations and Crash Data

▪ BIA OJS Data

▪ State Highway Safety Office Data for the 

county the Tribe resides

▪ Tribal traffic data (if available)



Law Enforcement Grants

• Traffic Enforcement/Safety Funding 

• Community outreach

❑Providing presentations to community 
members and school age children on traffic 
safety

• Tribal Officers must meet CFR 25 Requirements

• Direct Service Programs - Tribe and OJS must 
have a Memo of Understanding 

(MOU) in place if a tribal police 

department is not established



The need for occupant protection 
grant?                  

How is the need determined?

❑Demonstrated financial need by:

▪ Tribal members                                                                       

▪ Tribal program to enhance 
their current car seat    
program

❑Tribal Program can conduct a 
seatbelt survey at a childcare 
facility or day care within the 
tribes' boundaries



FY25 Grantees: New Mexico

Law Enforcement: (7)

• Jicarilla Apache Nation

• Pueblo of Isleta

• Pueblo of Jemez

• Pueblo of Laguna

• Pueblo of Pojoaque

• Pueblo of Sandia

• Pueblo of Zia

Occupant Protection (3)

• Pueblo of Isleta

• Pueblo of Laguna

• Pueblo of Zia



Vehicular 

Heatstroke Media
Mandatory for all Indian Highway Safety Grants



Grants.gov

• Grant applications can be found on Grants.gov 

from January 10 – May 1



Grant Applications

• Indian Highway Safety:

❑Occupant Protection

▪ Car Seat Grant

❑Law Enforcement Grant

▪ Straight Time

▪ Overtime

▪ Highway Safety Specialist Grant

Deadline May 1

Triennial grant options are available



Questions



Contact Information

Kimberly Belone

Program Analyst (Coordinator)

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Office of Justice Services 

Indian Highway Safety Program

Phone Number: (505)563-3900

E-mail: Kimberly.Belone@bia.gov
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